s As s c A L Climate change response without borders

From COP 13 in 2007 when the call for the establishment of regional cli-

mate centres was highlighted, to COP 23 that will take place in November

2017, SASSCAL has become an important regional player in climate change.

The most important contribution from SASSCAL to date is research that pro-

vides evidence-based information in order to increase regional adaptive capacity

to climate and long-term environmental change. Regional Centres or networks

were highlighted by several developing countries in numerous UNFCCC climate

negotiations. Some of the important functions of the Regional Centres in adaptation

were, among others, to become interfaces between global knowledge supply and

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: local adaptation needs; to generate and disseminate information; to enhance regional

and national capacities to process this information; and, ultimately, to occupy a coordi-

nation function to facilitate coherent planning and to provide a multi-stakeholder per-
spective on climate change, and in particular on adaptation.

Executive Director Recognising that the impacts of climate change are felt across borders, SASSCAL’s re-
Message search and capacity development interventions are coined around this fact. Joined to a
network of researchers in over 80 institutions mainly in SADC and some in Germany, this
team brings a strong multi-stakeholder knowledge and expertise that is required to tackle
SASSCAL Strategic this complex topic. This mix of international and regional expertise creates a platform where
Engagements & Initiatives global knowledge supply and local adaptation needs meet. The 88 research projects, current-
ly in their final stages, address key topics in the region that support several regional and na-
tional policies. Translating this rich scientific knowledge that has been generated into services
Research and information for decision making is the next and exciting focus of SASSCAL 2.0. The
9 Improved Forest Resource SASSCAL Open Access Data Centre (OADC) will not only disseminate this information but will

Socio-Economic Baseline of also be a central platform through which the regional capacities to process information are

sediment on ecosystems and enhanced.
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The Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, AR5)
fl EasyREMO: An easy-to-use could not inform with full confidence on the increase in length and frequency of warm spells,

Regional Climate Model including heat waves. This was attributed to a large extent to the lack of data and studies in
9 NUST presents SASSCAL Africa and South America. SASSCAL’s WeatherNet (www.sasscalweathernet.org), consisting

Projects Information Sharing of 144 Automatic Weather Stations, that provides data at near real-time through an online
1 Drought in the Cuvelai-J platform, is positioning itself to fill this gap. Recent actions by SASSCAL member states to
accept ownership of this valuable infrastructure is a further step towards strengthening the
capabilities of SADC countries towards selecting best practices to respond to climate change
and its impacts, thereby contributing to the achievement of SDG 13.

SASSCAL also has a responsibility to support the regional capacity to the successful reali-
sation of global goals. When our countries adopted the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (UNSDG) in September 2015 to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure
prosperity for all in the next 15 years, they committed all of us to collectively play our part
in the new global sustainable development agenda. The recent collaboration between
SASSCAL and UNDP on developing a platform to display SDG goals, targets and related
indicators, and ultimately making this data available through open access, is a vital step
towards the achievement of the UNSDGs.

Responding to climate change across bor-
ders, made possible by collaboration be-
tween the German Ministry of Education
and Research and five SADC countries,
has again demonstrated the truth be-
hind the ancient African proverb that
says:

“If you want to go fast, go
alone. If you want to go far,

go together”. :
Thank You ‘
Dr Jane M Olwoch
Executive Director
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