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2024/25 Rainfall year: Quarters October-November-December 2024 and January-February-March 2025

Standardised Precipitation Index (SPI)

October to December 2024
against long term October-November-December average (1981 to 2023)
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January to March 2025
against long term January-February-March average (1981 to 2024)

A drought starts
when the SPI
has a value of -1
or less. The
drought dura-
tion ends when
the SPI becomes
positive.

O Affected by prolonged
drought (WMO)
I Extremely dry
B Severely dry
[ Moderately dry
[ Near normal
[ Moderately wet
B Very wet
W Extremely wet
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2024/25 Rainfall year: Quarters October-November-December 2024 and January-February-March 2025

Percentage of Rainfall Total

October to December 2024
against long term average rainfall total for October-November-December (1981 to 2023)

January to March 2025
against long term average rainfall total for January-February-March average (1981 to 2024)
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2024/25 Rainfall year: Quarters October-November-December 2024 and January-February-March 2025

Angola

October-November-December Average

Botswana

October-November-December Average

Angola
January-February-March Average Total

Botswana
January-February-March Average Total
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Data Source: CHC CHIRPS 3.0 precipitation data from 1981 to March 2025

The Standardised Precipita-
tion Index (SPI) and percent-
age of average maps of the
October-November-
December (OND) 2024 and
the January-February-March
(JFM) 2025 rainfall quarters,
from CHC CHIRPS 3.0 satel-
lite-based precipitation data,
suggest that large parts of
southern Africa remained
plagued by the prolonged
drought until the end of
December 2024.

In the second quarter of the
2024/25 rainfall year, Bot-
swana, Namibia and south-
ern  Zimbabwe received
much needed relief from the
drought, with the SPI show-
ing normal to extremely wet
conditions. In Angola, Zam-
bia and the northern parts of
Zimbabwe, the SPI suggests
normal to dry conditions,
with parts of north-eastern
Zambia showing extremely
dry conditions. Notably, the
SPI was negative for large
parts for most of Angola and
Zambia, and large parts of
northern Zimbabwe and
southern and central South
Africa.

Notably, parts of Botswana,
Namibia and South Africa
received more than double
the rainfall total expected
for the JFM rainfall quarter.



