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On 05 June 2024, reliefweb reported that more than 30 million people across southern Africa have been affected by a severe drought. The severe drought is believed to
have been a consequence of the impacts of an El Nino event, and a climate-driven crisis (reliefweb 2024)

“Rural communities we have met on the ground tell us they have never seen anything like this. They are extremely worried about their future,” said Reena Ghelani, the
UN Climate Crisis Coordinator for the El Nifio / La Nifia Response. Rightfully so: climate change models now unanimously predict a drier southern Africa for the future,

with the exception of the south-eastern part of South Africa (SASSCAL TIPPECC 2024).
This poster creates perspective on the 2023/24 drought event of southern Africa, but moreover looks at the drought history of the region.
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Areas prone to droughts

Looking at the past 64 years of rainfall, by combining WorldClim and CHIRPS 2.0 historic rainfall data, suggests that

Angola has had, on average, the highest frequency of below average rainfall years in the past 10 years, with six

below average years. The driest year in Angola was in 2014/15.

Botswana’s driest year was in 1994/95. The past 64 years of data show a history of drier years. Five years in the
past ten years had a below average rainfall year. Similarly, almost half of the past 64 years were below average

rainfall years.
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the most droughts.

For specific data requests contact oadc-datarequest@sasscal.org

Data Source:MODIS MCD64A1 version 6.1
burnt area fire data from 2001 to 2024
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