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around 4 % of Namibia’s surface area, corresponding to around 37 000 km*, burns every year due to naturally
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occurring wildfires or anthropogenic actions. This is considerably less than observed in Namibia’s northern

80,000 neighbors, with Angola, burning an annual average of around 364 000 km?, and Zambia, with an average of
60,000 almost 228 000 km? every year. Notably, the majority of Namibia’s land surface is arid or semi-arid and
40,000 _ -_‘_" = e ——— - - therefore, the landscape provides much smaller fuel loads than in its northern neighbors.
20,000 I- I I I I ] I I I I I ] I- I_ i In Namibia’s past 24 years fire history, the years 2011 and 2012 were the most catastrophic, with around 84 000
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— — Linear (Area (km?)) In particular Namibia’s East Kavango and Zambeazi
are subjected to high frequencies of burning, with
some areas having burned almost every year in the
past 24 years. Areas subjected to a high frequency of
burning do cause concern for Namibia’s biodiversity
and unique Okavango and Zambezi wildlife and flora
species.
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months before the wet season starts. On average,
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