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Area burned: 54,418 km average of around 9 % of Botswana’s surface area, corresponding to around 54 000 km?, burns every Annual Area burned

year due to naturally occurring wildfires or anthropogenic actions. This is considerably less than 200,000
observed with countries north of Botswana, with Angola, burning an annual average of just under 364

000 km?, and Zambia, with an average of just over 227 000 km? every year. 150,000

Between 2001 and 2025, the years 2008, 2010 and 2011 were the most catastrophic for Botswana with 100,000 -
about 110 000, 133 000 and 165 000 km? burning for those years, respectively. It does appear that years HEREN . a4 =|=
with above average annual burns may coincide with above average annual rainfall periods, most likely 20,000 I- = I_ T I I N _I__ L 1
due to higher fuel loads. 0 o LT e 10T 1l
After a prolonged drought, that started during the 2022/23 rainfall year, and coupled with above average = e - R EEEEEREEEE R ERERES
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burning in 2023, the vegetation condition was poor, and accordingly, fuel loads were low and NANAAANANNANNANNANANANANANANNANANANANANAN
consequently, the extent of burning in Botswana was also low in 2024. Even though above average mmm Area (km?) = == Average (km®’) - — -5 per. Mov. Avg. (Area (km?))
rainfall fell in the 2024/25 rainfall year, the area burned in 2025 remained well below average.
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Areas with a high frequency of burning, with one area on the north-western border of Botswana having burned 25 consecutive years, do 800
cause concern for Botswana’s biodiversity hotspots and unique wildlife and flora species. Areas particularly affected by high frequencies of 600
burning are the north-eastern part including the Chobe National Park, the Kasane Forest Reserve, the Kazuma Forest Reserve, the northern 400 == = =g o = = - A —— T e - -
part of the Okavango Ramsar site and the north-western part of Botswana. In more recent years, a higher incidence (annually from 2021 to 200 I I I rl I I I I I ] I I I I
2023) occurred over much of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve. 0 I
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The main months of the fire season in Botswana are from July to November, generally peaking in the drier winter months, and highest in ceocococoocococovrvVrArdAAEAAANANANA
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On average, just
under 19 000 km?
burn in Botswana
during the month of

.| September. The
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Pietersburg (Polokwane) and October 2011’
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P Y & ep The data indicates that September is the month with the highest likelihood of wildfires, while Botswana fire season occurs
m 2024 m2025 = MonthlyAverage (km?) February experiences the lowest incidence. from July to November
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